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Obituaries

PHOZBE GILWAN

Writer’s alter ego was Jillian Ji lggs

My Tavourite baoks were fairy tales,
said the authorand illustrator of
children’s books. *“When the pictures
didn’t match the images that the words
had painted in my head, [ would cover
them up with my hands. I still dothet’

(¥ ALLISCH LAWLOR

anadian children's  wrilor

and illustrator Phoeke Gi-

man, who bougat jov o

chiledren iround the world
through her popalas Jillan Jigs
series and ether plcture books, hes
cied of cancer ina Terorto hespi-
k. Shevas 52

Besit known as the eresor of the
seattarbrined - chamcier  [illion
liges whose adveniares spuviud
1 serles of books, M., Giinas also
wrot: more serios books for
young reacers. Her 1502 pliciune
boak caled Something frm Nork-
iig & her retelling of wn old Yid-
dish folktale In it, young Jaseph,
his - pramdfather and a famly of
mice all fimd new uses for Joseph's
favourite blanketas it wears thin,

The book won  the Ruth
Schwarts Avard in 1993 o the
year's best children’s book amd
that same year she was awanded
the 510,000 Vicky Metcall Awasd
for her sady of seven published
hoalks at the lime.

=5he was hugely suoceshul™
aid Disne Kercer, Ms. Gilman's
ong time editos and drecior of
publishing fer S:hohstle Canada,
“She wiri one of the most peplar
ichiliren’s baok autkors and ilius-
tratars] in Condy,

“Cimece she readized thet her des-
finy was as an luswator amd an-
dor she devoted her whole life o
" M. Kerner addec.

Born n Mew York in 1948, Ms,
i suppontod hegself foryears

il
icacilng and seling hi rings
nimk.id ths wﬂ‘b!fun!’;ljllliﬂisl-
g her firs: book, The Bellecn
Tree in her carly (s, The exqui-
sitely illastrated book was o suz-
cess and was soon followed by the
first of a scries of Jilian ]i,?pt
boots. The List in the sedes, [{icn
Jggn ard ahe Grenr Blg Snoes, §s
scheduled for relrase next month

“[lliam Jiggs: wa: o chamcter
Lids really idencificd with,” saxd
Susm Lavacncs Ms Gilman's
friend amvd the bocks-for-young-
people edivoc at Quil & Cuire,

W, Lawmence addid tar Ellian,
whom Ms. Gilman called he: altr
efoh ikt eaergecde, messy and al-
ways had o new sdeonmre, Chil-
dren also Joved the rhythm that
M. Gilnnn was abds o creite n
her stotes tirovgh her use of the

1iyming coupler.
“Gilman's  thymng couples
Irippezed offl  the

rhythraically
tongue: lillian, Fllian, Tillkan Jimgs!
It books. L 1 reom has been
lived in by pips! Walls ke mother
of scatterbrained Jillian in fnesira-
thon,™ Ms. Lawretoe recently winle

I Quei il e Qe

When asked how she became o
childrer’s writer, B Gllman sd
it al! started after an'inddent with
her eldest doughter, Leon,

“Whea her billoen burst on a
tree branch, [ owished the trse
would magieally sprout balaans,
It elidn't — what sprouted was 2n
fdea in vy head, Why not write a
story about a vee that blossoms
Balloane? And that'show | cemeto
writz my fisst book, The Brlloon
Tree,” she wrote in abrief persoral
sketch on ber Web sie. The Bal-
oo Tree was published in 1984 oy
Scholastic Canada.

Writleg the book, of course,
wasn't as eisy i simply having an
jubea, writing it down ard paintiag
some pleruses. Ms. Gilman said it
ook her 15 years and countl=s we-
jection betiers before the  book
(having gone through savenl ver-
sions) was fimally accepted  for
publication.

Wher the boaok wis finally pub-
lished, Ms. Gilean coutdn’t quie
beli=ve i, said ber husband, Briin
Bender, adding  that she never
imagined her books becoming so

i,
pnf;ﬁc did 2ot ceme’ abwout
meney,” M Bender said, “5ae just
warted to write stores.”

Phoche: Gilman was bom on
April 4, 1940, in e Bromx. Showas
the secend of three chidren barn
to John and Hannah: Glman, Her
fnther worked in.a texiile Bciory
befere pursing his bve of piotog-
raphy. It s her mather to whem
she’ attibaned her |love, af

CAMAAN PR

Phoche Gilman, whose first book was The Eallcon Tree: "Why not write a siory about atree that blossoms

haloonsT

I the carly 18705, s1e ceciced
Lo retum o North America. Her
first stop was Montreal, where she
stayed briely before heading onto

An-avid-rencler ail-her Il she—Tomonte: Sworly 2%er-moving 20

lowiel 1o sht fior howrs reading with
her granddaughler Emity,

“My [mvenerite baoks were fairy
tales,” Ms. Gilman wiote abcut
hersedf, "When the pictares dida’t
maich the images that the wol
had painted in my head, [ would
cover them up with my hends. [
still chor that.”

Crowing up n o close-kait ex-
tended family, thens were dlweys
pums and uncles and  eousing
aronnd. Her mather's wo sisters
lived in the same apartment buid-
ing so meak were sharad together
and their deors were always ppen.

A achidd, Ms, Gllmen loved to
draw and copy comic-aoob {lles-
trations Ske shcied ot @ high
scheol, briefly at Humier Collepe
and then at the Am Stidents
League of New Yorc before head-
ing to Burnpe. Afterspending tine

whene she sudizd an amd liv
severil yeiers as am artist. While iv-
ing in Jerusalem, she suppored
Tverell by selling he paimtings.

e eity, she met her future hos-
Tind. The couple marriced in 1974,
Mr. Bende erdled up as ihe be-
spectncled, bewrded kng in The
Hefloon Twe and after that ap-
peared somewhere in mos of her
boaks, as cid e caildoen or ke
artwork.

soon afler (hey wene mamisd,
Bl Gilminn began teadhing draw-
ing and paintng at e Ontirio
Callege of Arl anl Cesipn, e
spent |5 yeers as oy instreetor ag
ke colege belore cavag in 1950
1o devete hersef full-tie oot
ing aad  illesrwing clldren's
ooks,
While her traindag and most of
et carser was focused on fne art,
Me Giman discovered tha when
she starfed writing sl found she
likeel it even better than painting.
M. Bendersaid

°I prefen the words to the phe-
tures, which isa litle add since |
think of mysel! : rifst rather
than & wriler,” Ms. Gilmas wrne
about hersell.

Eut belng both allowed hes 1o
mister the an of Eriru;inz wrids
amd pichures ogether in the pic-
I:um-rn:'.k :’unu# s Lawrence
skl

“Words and Hlestirations wene
really woven together n her work
benutifully” she saicd.

The illestritor for her own
hooks, Mz, Giman alse dic the ant
for the 1561 hoot Once Upor o
Gelder Ap'.lrrwnttm by Jean Lide
el M = D Vries. Wosking on
the illustrations for & book she
hadn't wiitten was chalenging.
She sald itwas like trying 1o getin-
side the head of somaee dse, M
Lawtenrce sabil,

“She was as much awriter 25 on
illustrator. She had o perfect al-
ance,”Ms, Kermer said.

Ms. Gilman's books snd charae-
ters struck @ chord with young
readers. Sae iravelled acwss the
country to give resdings and Jre-
seatations and frequertly receved
fan mail, © which she would dili-
genthyreply.

“She just enjoved that world
that they [chidreal Hve in,” sald
her brether Mark Gilman.

In additon (o ber wr
hustrating. Ms, Giliman wak

big supporer of the Tomnto-
based Canacian Childres’s Book
Cantre where shie was the impetus
behind 1.'1er|:m11m':- fimsn fomd-
Fich

Thwa yeurs ago, Ms. Gilmen wis
diagnosed with breas! cancer and
undenvent  aeament.  Docton
later discovered she had leukemia
While M, Gilman was sick she
continued 1o wrike end paint in
her bright home studio where he
cat ard granddauzhter Emily were
her freqeent companions.  She
completed Jiltan Jims and the
Grear Big Smaw and had nritken a
novw story called T Bl Hispo-
patanis aul was oo weik 0 de
the illustratlons.

“Ske pover quit,” Ms. Kerner
saidl, *She realized what she maost
leved  deing wis  creating her
ook

Mz Gilman leaves her buskand,
brothers  Armard  and  Mark
dwghters leors and Meissa
siepaan Jason and grenddyughtens
Artana and Enily.

= Phocbe Gitman, wrier and Hus-
tratog borm in New York on Aprd
4, 1940 dicd in Toronto on Aug.
29, 2002,



